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translation of the Hebrew word ??????? (Kohelet, Koheleth, Qoheleth or Qohelet). An unnamed author
introduces &quot;The words of Kohelet, son of David, king

Ecclesiastes ( ih-KLEE-zee-ASS-teez) is one of the Ketuvim ('Writings') of the Hebrew Bible and part of the
Wisdom literature of the Christian Old Testament. The title commonly used in English is a Latin
transliteration of the Greek translation of the Hebrew word ??????? (Kohelet, Koheleth, Qoheleth or
Qohelet). An unnamed author introduces "The words of Kohelet, son of David, king in Jerusalem" (1:1) and
does not use his own voice again until the final verses (12:9–14), where he gives his own thoughts and
summarises the statements of Kohelet; the main body of the text is ascribed to Kohelet.

Kohelet proclaims (1:2) "Vanity of vanities! All is futile!" The Hebrew word hevel, 'vapor' or 'breath', can
figuratively mean 'insubstantial', 'vain', 'futile', or 'meaningless'. In some versions, vanity is translated as
'meaningless' to avoid the confusion with the other definition of vanity. Given this, the next verse presents
the basic existential question with which the rest of the book is concerned: "What profit can we show for all
our toil, toiling under the sun?" This expresses that the lives of both wise and foolish people all end in death.
In light of this perceived meaninglessness, he suggests that human beings should enjoy the simple pleasures
of daily life, such as eating, drinking, and taking enjoyment in one's work, which are gifts from the hand of
God. The book concludes with the injunction to "Fear God and keep his commandments, for that is the duty
of all of mankind. Since every deed will God bring to judgment, for every hidden act, whether good or evil."

According to rabbinic tradition, the book was written by King Solomon (reigned c. 970–931 BCE) in his old
age, but the presence of Persian loanwords and Aramaisms points to a date no earlier than c. 450 BCE, while
the latest possible date for its composition is 180 BCE.

Book of Enoch
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The Book of Enoch (also 1 Enoch;

Hebrew: ????? ???????, S?fer ??n??; Ge'ez: ???? ???, Ma??afa H?nok) is an ancient Jewish apocalyptic
religious text, ascribed by tradition to the patriarch Enoch who was the father of Methuselah and the great-
grandfather of Noah. The Book of Enoch contains unique material on the origins of demons and Nephilim,
why some angels fell from heaven, an explanation of why the Genesis flood was morally necessary, and a
prophetic exposition of the thousand-year reign of the Messiah. Three books are traditionally attributed to
Enoch, including the distinct works 2 Enoch and 3 Enoch.

1 Enoch is not considered to be canonical scripture by most Jewish or Christian church bodies, although it is
part of the biblical canon used by the Ethiopian Jewish community Beta Israel, as well as the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church and Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

The older sections of 1 Enoch are estimated to date from about 300–200 BCE, and the latest part (Book of
Parables) is probably from around 100 BCE. Scholars believe Enoch was originally written in either Aramaic
or Hebrew, the languages first used for Jewish texts. Ephraim Isaac suggests that the Book of Enoch, like the
Book of Daniel, was composed partially in Aramaic and partially in Hebrew. No Hebrew version is known to
have survived. Copies of the earlier sections of 1 Enoch were preserved in Aramaic among the Dead Sea



Scrolls in the Qumran Caves.

Authors of the New Testament were also familiar with some content of the book. A short section of 1 Enoch
is cited in the Epistle of Jude, Jude 1:14–15, and attributed there to "Enoch the Seventh from Adam" (1
Enoch 60:8), although this section of 1 Enoch is a midrash on Deuteronomy 33:2, which was written long
after the supposed time of Enoch. The full Book of Enoch only survives in its entirety in the Ge?ez
translation.

Books of Chronicles
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The Book of Chronicles (Hebrew: ?????????????????? D?vr?-hayY?m?m, "words of the days") is a book in
the Hebrew Bible, found as two books (1–2 Chronicles) in the Christian Old Testament. Chronicles is the
final book of the Hebrew Bible, concluding the third section of the Jewish Tanakh, the Ketuvim ("Writings").
It contains a genealogy starting with Adam and a history of ancient Judah and Israel up to the Edict of Cyrus
in 539 BC.

The book was translated into Greek and divided into two books in the Septuagint in the mid-3rd century BC.
In Christian contexts Chronicles is referred to in the plural as the Books of Chronicles, after the Latin name
chronicon given to the text by Jerome, but is also referred to by its Greek name as the Books of
Paralipomenon. In Christian Bibles, they usually follow the two Books of Kings and precede
Ezra–Nehemiah, the last history-oriented book of the Protestant Old Testament.

Jesus in the Talmud
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There are several passages in the Talmud which are believed by some scholars to be references to Jesus. The
name used in the Talmud is "Yeshu" (????), the Aramaic vocalization (although not spelling) of the Hebrew
name Yeshua. Many such passages have been deemed blasphemous by historical Christian authorities,
including the Catholic Church.

Most Talmudic stories featuring an individual named "Yeshu" are framed in time periods which do not
synchronize with one other, nor do they align with the scholarly consensus of Jesus' lifetime, with
chronological discrepancies sometimes amounting to as much as a century before or after the accepted dates
of Jesus' birth and death. This apparent multiplicity of "Yeshu"s within the text has been used to defend the
Talmud against Christian accusations of blaspheming Jesus since at least the 13th century.

In the modern era, there has been a variance of views among scholars on the possible references to Jesus in
the Talmud, depending partly on presuppositions as to the extent to which the ancient rabbis were
preoccupied with Jesus and Christianity. This range of views among modern scholars on the subject has been
described as a range from "minimalists" who see few passages with reference to Jesus, to "maximalists" who
see many passages having reference to Jesus. These terms "minimalist" and "maximalist" are not unique to
discussion of the Talmud text; they are also used in discussion of academic debate on other aspects of Jewish
vs. Christian and Christian vs. Jewish contact and polemic in the early centuries of Christianity, such as the
Adversus Iudaeos genre. "Minimalists" include Jacob Zallel Lauterbach (1951) ("who recognize[d] only
relatively few passages that actually have Jesus in mind"), while "maximalists" include R. Travers Herford
(1903) (who concluded that most of the references related to Jesus, but were non-historical oral traditions
which circulated among Jews), and Peter Schäfer (2007) (who concluded that the passages were parodies of
parallel stories about Jesus in the New Testament incorporated into the Talmud in the 3rd and 4th centuries
that illustrate the inter-sect rivalry between Judaism and nascent Christianity).
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The first Christian censorship of the Talmud occurred in the year 521. More extensive censorship began
during the Middle Ages, notably under the directive of Pope Gregory IX. Catholic authorities accused the
Talmud of blasphemous references to Jesus and Mary.

Some editions of the Talmud, particularly those from the 13th century onward, are missing these references,
removed either by Christian censors, by Jews themselves out of fear of reprisals, or possibly lost through
negligence or accident. However, most editions of the Talmud published since the early 20th century have
seen the restoration of most of these references.

Book of Isaiah
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The Book of Isaiah (Hebrew: ??? ?????? [?s?.f?r j?.?a?.?ja?.hu]) is the first of the Latter Prophets in the
Hebrew Bible and the first of the Major Prophets in the Christian Old Testament. It is identified by a
superscription as the words of the 8th-century BC prophet Isaiah ben Amoz, but there is evidence that much
of it was composed during the Babylonian captivity and later. Johann Christoph Döderlein suggested in 1775
that the book contained the works of two prophets separated by more than a century, and Bernhard Duhm
originated the view, held as a consensus through most of the 20th century, that the book comprises three
separate collections of oracles: Proto-Isaiah (chapters 1–39), containing the words of the 8th-century BC
prophet Isaiah; Deutero-Isaiah, or "the Book of Consolation", (chapters 40–55), the work of an anonymous
6th-century BCE author writing during the Exile; and Trito-Isaiah (chapters 56–66), composed after the
return from Exile. Isaiah 1–33 promises judgment and restoration for Judah, Jerusalem and the nations, and
chapters 34–66 presume that judgment has been pronounced and restoration follows soon. While few
scholars today attribute the entire book, or even most of it, to one person, the book's essential unity has
become a focus in more recent research.

The book can be read as an extended meditation on the destiny of Jerusalem into and after the Exile. The
Deutero-Isaian part of the book describes how God will make Jerusalem the centre of his worldwide rule
through a royal saviour (a messiah) who will destroy the oppressor (Babylon); this messiah is the Persian
king Cyrus the Great, who is merely the agent who brings about Yahweh's kingship. Isaiah speaks out against
corrupt leaders and for the disadvantaged, and roots righteousness in God's holiness rather than in Israel's
covenant.

Isaiah was one of the most popular works among Jews in the Second Temple period (c. 515 BCE – 70 CE).
In Christian circles, it was held in such high regard as to be called "the Fifth Gospel", and its influence
extends beyond Christianity to English literature and to Western culture in general, from the libretto of
Handel's Messiah to a host of such everyday phrases as "swords into ploughshares" and "voice in the
wilderness".

Books of Kings
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The Book of Kings (Hebrew: ????? ????????, S?fer M?l???m) is a book in the Hebrew Bible, found as two
books (1–2 Kings) in the Old Testament of the Christian Bible. It concludes the Deuteronomistic history, a
history of ancient Israel also including the books of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel.

Biblical commentators believe the Books of Kings mixes legends, folktales, miracle stories and "fictional
constructions" in with the annals for the purpose of providing a theological explanation for the destruction of
the Kingdom of Judah by Babylon in c. 586 BC and to provide a foundation for a return from Babylonian
exile. The two books of Kings present a history of ancient Israel and Judah, from the death of King David to
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the release of Jehoiachin from imprisonment in Babylon—a period of some 400 years (c. 960 – c. 560 BC).
Scholars tend to treat the books as consisting of a first edition from the late 7th century BC and of a second
and final edition from the mid-6th century BC.

Book of Daniel
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The Book of Daniel is a 2nd-century BC biblical apocalypse with a 6th-century BC setting. It is ostensibly a
narrative detailing the experiences and prophetic visions of Daniel, a Jewish exile in Babylon. The text
features prophecy rooted in Jewish history as well as a portrayal of the end times that is cosmic in scope and
political in its focus. The message of the text intended for the original audience was that just as the God of
Israel saves Daniel from his enemies, so too he would save the Israelites in their present oppression.

The Hebrew Bible includes Daniel as one of the Ketuvim, while Christian biblical canons group the work
with the major prophets. It divides into two parts: a set of six court tales in chapters 1–6, written mostly in
Biblical Aramaic, and four apocalyptic visions in chapters 7–12, written mainly in Late Biblical Hebrew; the
Septuagint contains three additional sections in Koine Greek: the Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three
Holy Children, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon.

The book's themes have resonated throughout the ages, including with the community of the Dead Sea
Scrolls and the authors of the canonical gospels and the Book of Revelation. From the 2nd century to the
modern era, religious movements, including the Reformation and later millennialist movements, have been
deeply influenced by it.

Deuterocanonical books
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The deuterocanonical books, meaning 'of, pertaining to, or constituting a second canon', collectively known
as the Deuterocanon (DC), are certain books and passages considered to be canonical books of the Old
Testament by the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Oriental Orthodox Church, and the
Church of the East. In contrast, modern Rabbinic Judaism and Protestants regard the DC as Apocrypha.

Seven books are accepted as deuterocanonical by all the ancient churches: Tobit, Judith, Baruch with the
Letter of Jeremiah, Sirach or Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, First and Second Maccabees and also the Greek
additions to Esther and Daniel. In addition to these, the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox
Church include other books in their canons.

The deuterocanonical books are included in the Septuagint, the earliest extant Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible. They date from 300 BC to 100 AD, before the separation of the Christian church from
Judaism, and they are regularly found in old manuscripts and cited frequently by the Church Fathers, such as
Clement of Rome, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Irenaeus, and Tertullian.

According to the Gelasian Decree, the Council of Rome (382 AD) defined a list of books of scripture as
canonical. It included most of the deuterocanonical books. Patristic and synodal lists from the 200s, 300s and
400s usually include selections of the deuterocanonical books.

Book of Numbers
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The Book of Numbers (from Greek ???????, Arithmoi, lit. 'numbers' Biblical Hebrew: ???????????,
B?m??bar, lit. 'In [the] desert'; Latin: Liber Numeri) is the fourth book of the Hebrew Bible and the fourth of
five books of the Jewish Torah. The book has a long and complex history; its final form is possibly due to a
Priestly redaction (i.e., editing) of a Yahwistic source made sometime in the early Persian period (5th century
BC). The name of the book comes from the two censuses taken of the Israelites.

Numbers is one of the better-preserved books of the Pentateuch. Fragments of the Ketef Hinnom scrolls
containing verses from Numbers have been dated as far back as the late seventh or early sixth century BC.
These verses are the earliest known artifacts to be found in the Hebrew Bible text.

Numbers begins at Mount Sinai, where the Israelites have received their laws and covenant from God and
God has taken up residence among them in the sanctuary. The task before them is to take possession of the
Promised Land. The people are counted and preparations are made for resuming their march. The Israelites
begin the journey, but complain about the hardships along the way and about the authority of Moses and
Aaron. They arrive at the borders of Canaan and send twelve spies into the land. Upon hearing the spies'
fearful report concerning the conditions in Canaan, the Israelites refuse to take possession of it. God
condemns them to death in the wilderness until a new generation can grow up and carry out the task.
Furthermore, there were some who rebelled against Moses and for these acts, God destroyed approximately
15,000 of them through various means. The book ends with the new generation of Israelites in the plains of
Moab ready for the crossing of the Jordan River.

Numbers is the culmination of the story of Israel's exodus from oppression in Egypt and their journey to take
possession of the land God promised their fathers. As such it draws to a conclusion the themes introduced in
Genesis and played out in Exodus and Leviticus: God has promised the Israelites that they shall become a
great (i.e. numerous) nation, that they will have a special relationship with him, and that they shall take
possession of the land of Canaan. Numbers also demonstrates the importance of holiness, faithfulness, and
trust: despite God's presence and his priests, Israel lacks in faith and the possession of the land is left to a new
generation.

Old Testament
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The Old Testament (OT) is the first division of the Christian biblical canon, which is based primarily upon
the 24 books of the Hebrew Bible, or Tanakh, a collection of ancient religious Hebrew and occasionally
Aramaic writings by the Israelites. The second division of Christian Bibles is the New Testament, written in
Koine Greek.

The Old Testament consists of many distinct books by various authors produced over a period of centuries.
Christians traditionally divide the Old Testament into four sections: the first five books or Pentateuch (which
corresponds to the Jewish Torah); the history books telling the history of the Israelites, from their conquest of
Canaan to their defeat and exile in Babylon; the poetic and wisdom literature, which explore themes of
human experience, morality, and divine justice; and the books of the biblical prophets, warning of the
consequences of turning away from God.

The Old Testament canon differs among Christian denominations. The Catholic canon contains 46, the
Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Churches include up to 49 books, and the Protestant Bible typically
has 39. Most of these books are shared across all Christian canons, corresponding to the 24 books of the
Tanakh but with differences in order and text. Some books found in Christian Bibles, but not in the Hebrew
canon, are called deuterocanonical books, mostly originating from the Septuagint, an ancient Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible. Catholic and Orthodox churches include these, while most Protestant Bibles
exclude them, though some Anglican and Lutheran versions place them in a separate section called
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Apocrypha.

While early histories of Israel were largely based on biblical accounts, their reliability has been increasingly
questioned over time. Key debates have focused on the historicity of the Patriarchs, the Exodus, the Israelite
conquest, and the United Monarchy, with archaeological evidence often challenging these narratives.
Mainstream scholarship has balanced skepticism with evidence, recognizing that some biblical traditions
align with archaeological findings, particularly from the 9th century BC onward.
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